hind

Fore Print
L : 2-3 in (5-7.5 cm)

t 1.8-2.5 in {4.5-6:5 cm)
Hind Print
Lengthe 2.4-3.8 in (6-9.5 cm)
Width: 2-2.5 In (5-6.5 cm}

Straddle
3.3-6in {85-15 cm)
Stride

© Walking: 8-18 In (2045 cm}
Bounding: 15-25 In (38-65 cm)
Ske
(female is dightlfy smaller)
Length: 24-37 I (60-95 cm)

Weight
11-35 Ib (16 kg)
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Domestic Dog
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hind

1
\ '

Fore Print

thind print is smaller) .

Length: 1-5.5 In (2.5-14 cm)
Width: 1--5 in {2.5-13 cm}
Straddle .

1.5-8 in {3.8-20 cm)

Strids -

Walkingz 3-32 in (7.5-00 cm)
aninsfﬁatlopins: 0 IR Q2.7 m)

Vely varfable ’
Weight

Verv variable

walking
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RACCOON
Frocyem lster

adoredbysomspeople forilldhlinctlve pce muk,yet
disliked for its curiosi demonstrated with residen-
tial garbage cans. A good place to look for its tracks is neax
watet.'l‘hel!.accomlﬂmtoreuinmltumallydmup
in cold weather
mm-mmmmmmmomed
toes, looka }ike s human handprint; its claws make
dots. Itlhg‘:?ydmfomﬁumdylmw heel prints,
but its hind prints, which are generally much clearer, do
show heels. The Raccoon's pécullar walking track pattern

" - -shows the left fore print next to the right hind print (or just

in front) and vice versa. When & raccoon walks in deep

- substrate, sach as mud, it may use a direct-registering walk.

mmecoonomdmuﬂybm&,bwhgdusmmmthe
two hind prints in front of the fore prints.

Similar Species: Unclear Opossum {p. 42} prl;:ta may look
sipilar, but the Opossum drags its tail and has a distinctive
ﬂmmb.lnmow,almcheckﬂ:ekiverow(p 48).

i .

DOMESTIC DOG
Canis familiaris

Doglcomeinmanyshapa &%, Ir the tiny
dnhnahmwithiudﬂmyfeeth&embunmdpoweﬂul

Great Dane. Consequently, Domestic Dog tracks vary enor-
mously. Dog ovwnership is high in many residential areas,
and the populsr pastime of dog walking can result in many
dogh-acksbeingletfacattued sbout, espeda]lyinwet mud

_or sand.

The forefeet of the Domestic Dog, which are much larger

than its hind feet and support more of the animal’s Weight,
leave the clearest ttacks. When a dog walks, the hind prints
usually register ahead of or beside the fore prints. As the
dog moves faster, it trots and then lopes before it gatlops.

In a trot or lope pattern the prints alternate fore-hind-fore-
hind, whereas a gallop group shows (from back to front)
fore-fore-hind-hind.

Stmadlar Species: Dog tracks are usally found close to
hminan tracks or activity. Red Wolf (C. rufis) or Coyote
(C. latrans} tracks may look like & large Domestic Dog’s,
but they are very rare in the region. Fox (pp. 30—33)m
‘mav he confosed with a emall Ane's




(hind peint i stightly smaller)

Length: 343 In (7.5-11 cm}

Width: 3.3-4.8 in {8.5-12 cm)

“Straddle R .

8-12 fn (20-30 cwi

Stride . .
1332 [n (3380 cm)

nding: 1o 12 (3.7 m)

Size

Helght= 25-32 in (65-80 cm)

Length: 3.5-5 ft (1.1-1.5 m}

Weight

70-2001b (32-90 kg
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MOUNTAIN LION
GgAT,

'I'IumasniﬂcentMm io is shy and nocturnal

in natare, and each cat requires 2 big home territory, so
finding its tracks is usually the best that trackers can hope

- for. Itis desperately holding onto its st reglonal strong-

hold in the swamps and inaccessible parts of Florida,
Mounhin Lion prints tend to be wider than they afe
long. The retractable claws never registir. In winter, thick_
fur on the foot enlargea the print and may stop the two
lobes on the front of the heel pad from registeriing cleacly.
When a Mountain Lion walks, the hind print either direct -
registers or double registers on the larger fore print. As the
pace increases, the hind print tends to fall ahead of

walking
. the fore print. In dust or sand, the thick, long tail may leave
- s dregline that can blur some footprint detail. A Momntain

but when it needs to catch prey, it is
bounds. Also look for partly buried scat

Lion seldom’
capable of long
and kills covered for later eating.

_ Similar Species: A large Bobcat's (p. 36) prints may be |

confused with a juvenile Mountain Lion’s,
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saasora. UERY Duirrel ' '
' I ' GRAY SQ!
‘ ’ - Sclurss carelinensis
familiar squirrel can
a common sight in the
region’s decidnous and
, mixed forests, even in
e n urban areas. Active af] year,
s ‘ : the Eastern Gy ! B
_ ' . ' ~ canleaveawealthof -~ ..
hind ¥ ' evidence, especially in winter as it scurtiss about digging
: . . -up nuts that it buiied during the previcua fall,
I . The Eastern Gray Squitrel leaves a typical squirre] trs
Fore Print : when it runs or bounds. The hind prints fall alightly ahes
Length: 1-1.8 in 2.5-4.5 cm} of the fore prints. A dlear fore print shows four toes with
Width: 1in (2.5 cim) sharp claws, four fused palm puds and two-heel pads. Th
' meah{s“jm , hind print shows five wes and four palm pads; if the full
Mdﬂtwwhl.l-ulntz.s-a.am} % kngﬂmofﬁshedregilm&ahomanwm
Straddie : Similar Species: The Fox Squirrel (p. 76}, with piints as
1.8-6 (n {9.5-15 cm) large or .omuﬁemmga-AMW
Stride . {p- 78), which can be found in northern Georgin, has prins
Bounding: 0.7-3 ft {22~90 cm) ; that aye xmaller. A rabbit (pp. 58--61) makes » longer print
Size . . 1. - pattern; and its fore prints rarely register side by il e when
Length with tall: 17-20 in (43-50 cm) : runs, Eastern {p. 72} trucks and Southem Rying
Weight ' , Smmrdfp.SO)Mhnwﬁnﬂarplﬂuubmﬂmyw
14-25 oz (400-710 @ . bounding : . smaller straddlies and peinta.
74

L
|
This abundant rabbit is wideapread throghout all three
mm.&eferrhghmdrymﬁngmdmdundcﬂﬁvmd
mhnﬂgbtbefmdhdquahﬁm,hidins&om
, predlwrlmchuﬁenobut(p.ss)mdfoxu(pp.so-w).
-. _ ‘ ' i Lasgely noctumal, the Eastern Cottontail might be seen at
dawn or dusk and on darker daya.
hind ¢ - A3 with other rabbits and hares, this rabbif's most com-
) mnhfhckisauimgmﬁr‘ggoupdnsoffoq;pﬂnh.withthc
. . ) v . . larger hind prints (which can appear pointed] falling in
Fore Print 5.3.8 am)’ ) . front of the fore prints {which may overdap}. The hairiness
e ] e Tk
F ) rabbits tracks, you could be startled if it flies out from
o r-ﬂ;-tastn (7.5-5cm) “ ' ita ‘form,’ a depression in the ground in which it rests.
Width: 1-1.5 In (2.5-3.8 cm) « . Stmilar Species: The New England Cottontail (S. transi-
steaddle ‘ ‘ | i tionalis), of open avens in narthern Georgia and Alebama,
4-5 in {10-13 om} leaves similar tracks. 'l‘hzl%mhknbbit[p. 60) and the
Strid Swamp Rabbit (. aguaticus) make similar travks in wet
Hopping: 0.6-3 R (1890 Cmd ™ : ane&mmmﬂm.ﬂh
Stze larger printa (eapecially the ones), may bé encoun-
Length: 12-17 In (30-43 &) 1 tered hI;ﬂtl‘:e m?l;nhiu. Squirrel (pp. 74-81) tracks show
mlt‘b 0614 k9 hopping ; the fore prints mmcmﬁ!@ﬂyddebydde.



2-2.3 0 (5-5.8 cm)
2-23in{5-5.8 cm)

he 2.5-3 in (6.5-7.5 cm)
:2-3 in(5-7.5 cm)

St
mo-ﬂun)
5-11in(13-26cm)
., Skee :
” tength: 2.2.5 ft (60-75 cm)
" welght
913 I (4-6 kg)

Nine-banded Armadillo

hind

* Fore Print

Length: 15—1.8In{3 8-4.5 cm)
Width: 1.4-1 7In£36—43¢m)
Hind Peiat
t 2-2.5 in {5-6.5 cm)

H L 8il'|{38—45cﬂ\)
Straddle
2+3 in (5-7.5 cr}

Stride

3in(z.5 cm)
Size

Length with i 24-32 In (6080 cm) |

Welght
8-17 Ib 3.6-75 kp)

walking
.

fast walking

walking in sand

tracks are commonly seen in mud near
water. If you find some roadkill, which Opossums
like to eat, look for tracks along the roadside--
though many Opossums suffer the sume fate as the
carrion they dine on.
- The Opossum is an excellent cimber, so its trail may

- lead to a tree. [t has two walking habits: the common

alternating with the hind prints registering on the
fuepdnu,mdanwmon-uke(p.mpdnd-prhtpm
with each hind print next to the opposing fore
mylmg,lnwml-poinﬁngﬂmmbnfﬁahindfootdonn
make a claw mark. In sand or-duilt, § dnglineoflhehi
may be seen ax a thin, gently swe
Similar Species: Prints in which the ciive-hnmbs ¢
not show may be mistaken for a Raccoon’s,

NINE-BANDED ARMADIILO

This comical, well-armored charscter of Flo )
southern Geargia and Alabama constantly snuffles in the
dirt in & pig-like manner. If an armadillo is preoccupied
with its affairs, you can get surprisingly close to observe it
in action. Hassle it too much and you may get a Kek from.
ita strong legs, or it may run off in a steaight line and right
into & tree! It can ran quickly if necesary, but often curls
up to protect its vulnerable underside, * . . :

Armadiflo tracks, ofien found in aa elterndting walking

pattern, are usually most plentiful near dens snd burrows—
look in Joose, sandy soils that make for easy digging and
foraging. When clear,  fore print shows four clawed toes
and a hind print ahows five, but draglines from the tail and
atmaor often blur the tracks. During hot-weather mud baths,
the bony armor may leave imprints. The armadillo may
swimn rivers or walk across on the bottom.
Similar Species: Clear armadillo tracks are very birdlike.
Unclear tracks in sand or dust may be mistaken for White-
tailed Deer (p. 20) prints, 20 look around for other signs if
you are unmre.




hind

| Fore Print
jgth: 1-1.3 In (2.5-3.3 cm)

: 0.9-1,1 In2.3-2.8em) -
Length: 1.2~1.5 in (3-3.8 cm)
width: 0.9-1.1 In (2.3-2.8 cm)
Straddie
2-3 in (5-7.5-cm)

Stride .
Walking: 1.5-3 in (3.8-7.5'cm)
Bounding: 6-12 In (1530 cm}

Size -

Length: 13-25 in (33-65 cm)
Welght

0.6-2.2 Ib (0.3-1 kp)

56
Miver Oiter

hind

Fore Print :

‘Length: 2,5-3,5In (6.5-9 cin)
Width: 2-3 in (5-7.5 cmn)
Hind Pimt -

Length: 34 in (7.5-10 cm)

Width: 2.3-3.3 In (5.8-8.5 cm)
Straddle

48 In (10-23 cm)

Stride
Loping: 12-27 in (30-70 cny)
Sxe

(female is two-thirds the size of male)

Length with tail: 34.3 ft 90130 cm)®

Weight _
10-25 1 (4.5-11 kp)
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loping (fast
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cousin, is distributed threughout the region, except
southeastern Georgia. It enjoys diverae habitats—such
23 scrubland, forests and farmland—but it is a rare sight,
bmd mdu:pcn&m;m.]h.bm,xbomitdmnp
uring cokl coming out on warmer nights,

This skunk leaves & very haphazard trail as it forages for
, snd with ease, it cimbs
trees. The long clawa on the forefeet often register, and
the palm and heel may leave defined pad marks. Although
this skunk rarely runs, when it does so it may bound along,
leaving gronps of four prints, hind ahead of fore. It sprays
only when truly provoked, so its powerful odor is less
frequently detected then that of the Striped Skunk {p. 54).
Simiiar Species: The larger Striped Skunk, found in all
three states, has Iarger and less scattered tracks with a
shorter ranning stride (or it jumps); it does not climb trees.

Sy,

RIVER OTTER

“No antmal knows how to have more fun than & River
Oun.lfyoumhckyenoughhmtchmuphy,yw
will not soon forget the experience. Widespread and well-
adxphdforﬂ:enqunﬁcmmmmgthhmhvudong
waterbodies in all three states. Expect to find a wealth of
evidence along riverbanks in a1 otter’s home tarritory. An
otter in the forest is usnally on its way to another water -
body. The River Otter loves to slide down muddy river-
bauks, leaving troughs nearly 1 foot (30 cm) wide,

In soft mud, the webbing on the River Otier’s five-toed
feet, especinlly the hind ones, may be evident. The inner
toes are set slightly apart. If the forefoot’s metacarpal pad
registen, it lengthens the print. Very varisble, otter trails
usually show the typical mmstelid 22 loping. However,
with faster gaits, they leave groupa of four and three prints.
The thick, beavy tail often leaves & dragline.

Similar Species: Although the Mink (p, 50) can leave simi-
lar signs (but on a much smaller scale), the size and sbun-
danceoftheRivuOtm’ulgmmakeidmﬂﬂcaﬁmmy-
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Fore and Hind Prints
(with dewclaws

vs)
2.5-3in (6.5-7.5 cm)
2.3 in (5.8 cm}

Straddie
5-6 In {13-15-cm)
Stride :
Teotting: 16-20 in (4050 cm)
Size (male>female)
. Helght: 3 ft (90 cm)
tength: 43-6# (1.3-1.8 m)

Weight
77-440 lh (35-200 kg)

White-tafled Deer

Fore and Hind Prints
:2-35In{5-9cm) -~

Width: 1.6-2.5 in (4-6.5 cm)

Straddle X

5-10in{(13-25cm} -

Stride

Walking: 10-20 In 25-50 cm)

Galloping: 6-15 & {1.8-4.5 m)

Size (buck>doe)

Helght: 3-3.5 & (90-110 cm}

Length: to 6.3 & (1.9 m)

Welght .
120-350 th (55-160 kg)

0

0

walking

W

v

i

LE

FEKAL PIG (Wild Pig, Wild Boar) .
Sws serefa ;

settlens, the wild Feral Pig interbred with  Domest

Piga. Populationa of this sturdy beast of the dense under-
growth can be found scattered through some parts of the
region, most notably in Georgia. Ammed with tusks, this pi
can be quite threatening.

A Feral Pig’s print shows two prominent, widely spuce
toe marka, and usually, except on firm surfaces, & clear,
pointed dewclaw mark off to the side. The hind print is
llightly'smnllﬂthmthefomptm.krd?l;lmlhmﬁoﬂ
m»thdrua&lmohnbem&ongmedﬂywh

travel in & group, They usually trof, getierally making
rydmﬂnguaﬁpmwdoffmrhgged};#mdﬂ
with a double register of hind over fore print. Other signs
of the Feral Pig are wallows and diggings.

Similar Species: White-tafled Dees (p: 20) tracks ave similas
but more with a longer stride, dewclaws to the rear
{not the side) and & narrower gap between the toes. Although
_ the Domestic Pigia the smme species, its tracks have a wider
stradelle and are less neat, often forming two sepasats fines.

The keen hearing of thia deer guarantees that it knows

“about you before you know about it. Frequently, sll that we

see ja its conspicuous white tail as it gallops away, saming

. this deer the nickname ‘fiagtail’ The White-tailed Deer,

widespread throughout the three states, may be found in
small groups st the edges of woodiands. It often ventures
out into open areas and is fraquently seen in farmland and
close to residential areas)” .

This deer’s prints are heart-shaped and pointed. Ity alter-
nating walking track pattern shows the hind prints direct
registered or double registered on the fore prints. In deep
substrate, such as wet sand or mud, the dewclaws register.
This flighty deer gallops in the usal style, leaving hind
prints in front of fore prints, with toes spread wide for
steadier, safer footing,

‘Stmilar Species: The White-tailed Deer is the only wild

deer in. the three states. The Feral Pig (p. 22) usally regie-
tevs.ite prominent dewclaws. — - e
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hind
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. fore
Fore Print )
: 4-6.3 In{10-16 cm}y
: 3.8-5.5 in (9.5-14 cm}
Hind Print
: 6-7 In {15-18 cm)
! : 3.5-5.5 In (9-14 cm)

Straddle
9-15 in {23-38 cm)

Stride .
Walking: 17-23 In (43-58 cm)

Size (male>female) i
Helght: 3-3.5 #t (90-110 cm)

 Length: 5-6 A {1.5-1.8 m)

Weight
200-600 [b (90-270 kg)

2é

tmcm,. Cro c;dﬂes

“".‘F‘v [T
i

walking
(slow)

-

_ of marshes, ponds and

BLACK BEAR
Ursus gmericansy

The Black Bear inhabits the southernmost part of the
region, where it prefers wild terrain in forested, swampy
areas, and the mountaing of northern Georgils, where it
may sleep deeply through the colder months. Finding fr
bear tracks can be a thyill, but take care—the bear may |
Just around the corner. Never underestimate the potentis
power of a surprised bear!

Black Bear prints somewhat resemble amall human. .
inner toa rarely registers. The forefoot’s smail heel pad
often show's and the hind foot has a big heel. The bear's
slow walk results in a slightly pigeon-toed double registe
with the hind print on the fore print. More frequently, ai
faster pace, the hind foot oversteps the forefoot. When a
bear runs, the two hind feet register in front of the forefe
in an extended cluster. Along well-worm bear paths, look
for ‘diga’—patches of dug-up earth—and ‘bear trees’ whn
scratched bark shows that these bears climb.

-~ Similaxr Species: No other animal in the region leaves
dawed prints this big.

Sy

conziderable reputation, for obvious reasons. This inhabits
rivers—imcloding brackish water—{
MthdaAa;dm&emreglomcfAhbmdemghh
erica’s largest t it can to the
leugﬂ:ofomlsfea(ﬁ.;erl:ﬂﬁ.w oo e
The fore print shows five toes, and the hind print show
four (webbing may ba evident between them). However,
other signs are more obvions than the tracks. This relic
from the past frequently basks on ziverbanks, but it can
quickly slide into the water, 30 look for crushed
and riverside mudstides. If you come across & mound of
broken vegetation and mud up to 7 feet (2.1 m) in diame-
ter, it is probably an alligator’s nest. Err on the side of can
ll:on, becamed the female is a caring pareat and will defenc
er nest and young, Do not be too to look at
tracks close to the water! tempted i
In sonthernmost peninslar Florids, similar tracks may
be from the American Crocodile (Crocodylis acutas), whicl
is still hanging on after years of persecution and habitat
loss. The much smaller Spectacled Caiman (Caiman caoc-
dilus), introduced from South America, is also reatricted &
the far south. :




White-tailed Deer: Pointed and split heart-shaped print.
FeralHog Widelyspreadmarksandrounded
Blackbear Resemblesnmnhmnanpnnts,hntheyarewmetmxlshowclawnmks

AmeﬁmAﬂigatoﬁWebmmdthe&onﬂforepnmmowsﬁvemesandthebacklhmd
print shows four. Usually a dragging tail is shown in the sand or mud.

Eastern spotted skunk: Long claws on the fiont/fore feet.

Northern River otter: Webbing on the five-toed feet. The inner toes are set slightly
apart. I—Iindtoesareelongatedandwebbed,nmchlikeasmbadwer ssw:mﬁns

Bobeat.getractsﬂwrdm Fmtr(4)toesonead1foot,mdallfourfeetappmmmately
thn % "Traék is more rounded than a coyote or dog. Size compared to
er. antofheelpad,towardtoea,mconcave(mward)dlﬂ'erentthanother

Gray fox: Long print for all four feet/Sometimes retracts their claws.

Raccoon: Well fonned five toes that look like a buman hand print. Small claws make
prints. \‘

Domestic Dog: Claws and four (4) toes in all tracks.
Virgitia Opossum: Inward pointing thumb on the hind/back foot. Fwe toes usually apart

. with claws. }Endfbackfomtoespomnngforwardwnhclawsands ‘toe is long and
thumb like pointing inward or to the rear.

Nine-banded Armadillo: Strong digging claws toes in the front/fore four (4) and five (5)
toes in the back/hind. Sometimes you will see a tail drag print. Innermost toes of front

and hind feet much smaller and more off set than the other toes.

Eastern Gray Squirrel: Front/fore shows four clawed toes and the back/hind shows five
clawed toes. Tracks of front feet rounded and tracks of hind are elongated, Similar to
rabbit tracks but smaller.

Eastern cottontail rabbit: Large hind/back print, Four (4)-toes on all four feet. Front feet
are nearly round and hind feet are elongated. Claws generally show in tracks.

Coyote: Claws/narrow track/hind print is shaped like a “mustache”

Panther: No claws/retracts its claws. Four (4) large toes. Three (3) lobes on pads.





